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visit anid Inspect our vessels for the purpose of 
identification. It might be very convenient 
for Great Britain to exercise this right—great 
wrongs might sometimes be prevented by it. 


|, But it i at least possible that, ‘in the long. 


| dpuarthe peisistplo Cheb it Wer'nere? inigottiat 


2” | eee son other maritime powers, that, 


vessels of one nation should not be subject 


|, | the sicroéillance of another upon. the high so, 
y | than that an occasional slaver, or even pirate, 


$ 


cs ee: of this 


_We publish this morning probably the ablest. 


-'| ‘argument that has ever been made in support 


of-'the ground our’ Government has ‘always 
taken upon the subject,—in Mr. Wensree’s 
dispatch to Mr. Eveazrr in 1843. Lord Anrr- 


sub- 
e | pgs, then at the head of the Foreign Office, 
"| had preseuted, in the strongest, possible light, 


ithe considerations which are’ now ‘arged in 
rtof the British claim ;—and had insist- 
tthe right of visit, which Great Britain 
ahatioss was. entirely distinct from the 


| yight-of search, which she expressly disclaims. 


‘Mr. Wessrxn, in reply, shows conclusively that 


rong nghedateay Ness afutieay pc apnanbsat 


sible utility in determining the character of a 
vessel, unless it is followed by a search ;—that 


| thé.one inevitably. rans into and involves the 


other,—and that if one be conceded as a right, 


re the other must be also. He also. shows very 


clearly that any vessel at sea has a right to re- 
fuse to stop, when ordered to do so by the 


‘| ships of any other Power ;—that if force is 
»| used, sbe has a right to resist :—and that these 


rights, which belong to the ships of every in- 
dependent nation, are absolutely incompatible 


-with the right of visit which the British claim. 


‘This view of the question is sustained by 
by. Lord Srowz11’s legal opinion, which is thus 


“nn quoted by the Washington Union: 


“ No nation can exercise aright of visitation and 
search, upon the common and unappropriated parts 
of the oceay, except from the belligerent claim. No 
nation has the right to force their way to the libera- 
tion of Africa, by trampling upon the independence 


‘| of other States on the pretence of an eminent good, 
*| by means that are unlawful, or to press forward toa 


great principié,; by breaking through other great 
Sih ie Sibataaliitin ant via? 
'. And in 1840 Lord Patuzrsron, on béhalf of 


na | the English Government, thus insists upon 


the same immunity of British ships from visi- 
tation and search, unless that right should 


be 
| have been expressly conceded by treaty : 


“Her Majesty’s Government wishes to draw the 
attention of the Haytien Government to a matter of 
form in this law, which may possibly give rise to em- 
barrassments, The law enacts that all vessels, whe- 
ther Haytien or foreign, which may be found in the 
act of slave-trading, shall be seized and brought into 
a Haytian port. Now, Hayti has undeubtedly a full 
eaapoepresdge sn t= ahs -rpanecty stot sono haan 
zens and ships, but Her Majesty’s Government appre 
bent hat Hai ha org oleate oh hp 


pinay oe atin re — agen Moa Thee ..3 
Saat on) ae Sng aot vier i 
be justi abs ae 


erat Lopes re neg 


s he mj i ROA be 


pay loose—and allow the hymeneal knot to 
be untied with great facility. 


Our Ocean Mails, 

We are glad to perceive that, in both Houses 
of Congress, the Ocean Mail service is attract- 
ing attention. We hope. it will be fully dis- 
cuseéd, and that, even if no general system 


adequate to the necessities.of the country be 


at once adopted, something may be done to 
prevent the absolute surrender of that service 
to English steamers, which. seems to be im- 
pending. It is so late in the session that we 
one auasosly ens. be ant Reames 9 0° 
adjustment 


gress, at its next session, ‘hay’ 
the manner and spirit which its 
serves. 

In the Honge, on Friday, Mr. J. Gianor 
Jonzs, the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, thus stated the Views of the 


for one or ti 
morn ee with a iow fo the whole sys- 
wwe re bana sand ies te peel be SerWslts demonstrable 
that the mail-steamer. service between here 
and Europe *caiinot’ be maintained “on.a self. 
supporting basis.” The thing is impossible. 
Commodore Vanpxrsrut hds attempted it, for 
the express purpose of proving its feasibility 
and inducing Congress to refuse the appropri- 
tions it has made ‘hitherto. He entéréd into a 
contract of this sort last-year, and induced the 
Postmaster-General to take. ground in favor of 
that principle... But he can only make it pay 
by laying up his vessels during the Winter sea- 
son, as he was compelled to do. last ‘Winter. 
During the Summer, the steamers for Europe 
are filled with passengers, and can do a profit- 
able business ; but in the Winter it is very dif- 
ferent. . Mr..VanpErpit? accordingly -kept his 
ocean steamers at the wharf all Winter, and 
thus avoided the losses which a’regular com- 
munication must have involved. The Havre 
steamships. fulfilled their contract’ in 
Winter as well as in . Summer; but 
upless Congress makes them fair payment 
for their services they must be heavy losers 
by it. If we are to have mail communication 
with Europe, it -must be .regular throughout 
the year, in Winter as well as Summer, or it 
will be of no practical value. And this can- 
not be done upon a “self-supporting basis.” 
If the Government insists upon limiting its 
payments to the postages received, it will 
either stop all the American lines of fast steam- 
ers that are now afloat, or it will five service 
in Summer only. 

And now we should like to know for what 
reason the Administration insists upon making 
the Ocean Mail service self-supporting ?—Why 
should a principle be applied to the ocean that 
is not applied on land? It would undoubted- 
ly be very desirable to make the entire Postal 
service of the country not only self-support- 
ing, but remunerative, as is that of the British 
Government. But as this cannot be done, we 
do not see why a distinction should be made 
between the land and ocean sefvice, and a 
principle applied to one which is not applied 
to the other. There are but fve States in the 
Union .in which the revenue of the. Post- 
Office defraya the cost of transporting the 
mails ;—shall the service be abandoned in all 
the others? Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
| Connecticut, New-York and Pennsylvania, are 
the Only States where the Post-Offices yield a 
surplus, after defraying the cost of transporta- 


| tion ; and” the: deficit in the other States 


| vesséis were engaged in the slave-trade, the State to 


elena Tavares oes eeet ee eee 

demanding satisfaction and reparation from Hayti, 
unless such State had previously given to Hayti, by 
treaty, the right of search and detention.” 

These are precisely the views which our 
Government has always taken of this ques- 
tion; and they are views which will never 
be relinquished. 


Law of Divorce. 

We have statutes regulating divorces and 
prohibiting bigamy, which are not very strictly 
regarded in The law of divorce is 
more stringent in New-York than in. most 
other States. With us the marriage contract 
can be dissolved only on the ground’ of its 
nullity by reason of fraud, lack of ability to 
consent, or physical .incapacity;\and on ac- 





amounted last year to the sum of $3,512,306. 
Yet no one proposes to discontinue the service 
in these unremunerative States, or to require 
their railroads and steamboats to graduate 
their charges by the postages received. Why 
should the ocean service be put upon a differ- 

ent footing? It is equally for the advantage 
and benefit of the people ‘that it should be 
maintained,—and it has the additional recom- 
mendation over the land service, of keeping 
afloat a large number of steamers which 
would be available for the naval service in 
case of ‘war, we certainly consider it highly 
unjust and unwise to abandon the ocean mails, 
for such a reason a8 this. There is but .one 
ground on which Government can justify itself 
for refusing a fair remuneration for this branch 
of our mail ‘service :—if it is, on the whole, 
preferable that it should be done by English 
rather than American vessels, then Congress 
may rightfully refuse the means to support it : 
—but upon no other ground. This is the only 
alternative. Our steamers must be paid a fair 
price for carrying the mails, or they will quit 


| the ocean, and our mails will be carried ex- 


clusively by -British steamers. Congress 
should look this matter square in the face, and 
meet it on its merits. 


———— EE 
The Tehuantepec Route. 

Our present difficulties with New-Granada 
and Nicaragua, render it a matter of great im- 
portance that a communication should be es- 
tablished between our “Atlantic and Pacific 


no question as to the superior advantages of 
this interoceanic reute over the others. It is 
. + will be more 
under our contro}, and more easily protected | 

p of war. The Isthmus is healthy, and 
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of February | . 
pc i ge a teal 
road ‘across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
and . the ‘establishment of a line of steam- 
ers connected therewith. By the contract 
it .was specially stipulated that the carriage or 
plank-road should be completed in. four years. 
ol: Broo having failed to accomplish’ ‘this, 


his contract was very justly abrogated ie 


Mexican Government, and the en’ 


given o¥erte more’practical men, Sins 


pretensions that the 
Tas indused by: the Froalbepe ot too Vettes 


Stated 'to‘annul the grant amount. to nothing. | 


The whole question rests on this—did ‘the 


Leta seqenang apalacceane, 


Mexican 
the loo conitact? Tt 


to other patties... But if he is.com pay 
the penalty of bis own default, sal ek aoe 
to blame but himeelf. 

We trust that the matter will be decided 
one way. or the ether before Congress adjourns. 
Our interest in the subject’ is purely a ‘public 
one. We desire to see a communication es- 
tablished between this city and San Francis. 
pri arama 9 pegee rep : Phe 

Company earnest 
shock seinen Mbps: kad, according 
to present appearances, are the only men who 
are likely to carry: it out. 


.. Central America. © ° 

* The United States. have an’ interest’ ti 
the Isthmus “between North “and South 
America” which. they cannot afford to 
forego. Our.right of transit must ‘not be 
defeated by “the caprices’ or bad. faith of 
Nicaraguan Presidents. In the demoralized 
condition of the Central American States, it 
may be doubted whether the faith of treaties 
could ever bé observed. Revolutions succeed 
each other so rapidly, involving such a con- 
stant succession of irresponsible. rulers, that 
no reliance can be. placéd..upon agreements, 
however solemnly ratified. There is, conse- 
quently, but a single alternative. We must 
resort to force for the maintenance. of. our 

rights, and the protection of our national 
interésts. Diplomacy: is useless where faith 
is unknown,. and the exercise Of power, so 
long as it is restricted to the assertion of right, 
can operate no injustice. .. °° 

We would not make a display of force in the 
spirit of conquest or oppression. It can be no 
part of our policy to subjugate weaker powers 
for the sake of levying contributions or taxes. 
Neither our Government nor our people would 
tolerate such an idéa fora moment. Bat, on 
the other hand, it is intolerable that such a 
State as Nicaragua should interpose the acci- 
dent of her position to thwart the:commerce 
of the world—to bar‘us from access to our 
Pacific States,,and to hinder the well-being of 
her own people, merely because her rulers find 
their pereonal interests and hopes enlisted in 
such an absurd line of policy. We have the 
best reason to believe that the mass of her 
people favor our views, and look to our iafiu- 
ence ag their best hope for fature progress. 
Such is emphatically the case with the sub- 
stantial citizens, the men of property, who d 
sire nothing so much as repose and security. 
They are weary of never-ending “exactions, 
and of the fresh horde of plunderers: which 
every revolution brings. Are the designs of. 
unprincipled military leaders to be regarded 
as the sole exponents of Nicaraguan senti- 
ment? The idea is both absurd and wicked. 
Can any man, we care not how strongly 
wedded to conservative notions of nationa) 
rights, see any evil in our maintaining a free 
transit and upholding such just and equitable 
authority in Nicaragua as would assure, not 
only to‘our own citizens settled there, but to 
the country itself, the blessings.of good Gov- 
ernment? Does. any man doubt that such a 
course would ‘be eminently beneficial to the 
people of that enfeebled, distracted, misgov- 


erned Republic? Let us take a common- 


sense view of this subject. While.we are con- 
ferring benefits, and. acting in accordance 
with the enlightened mind of Nicaragua her- 
self, who shall censure us ? 

Another question remains to be consid- 
ered... Are we willing, under any circum- 
stances, to allow European influence to be- 
come paramount between us and Darien? No 
American will answer in the affirmative. But 
if we confine our efforts to negotiation, what 
guarantee have we that a French or Spanish 
Prince may not reign in North America? 
Better to assume the control while yet we 
may—to do now what all admit must be done 
at some time or other... The interest of our 
people is one, not of conquest for the sake of 
conquest, but.of commerce and settlement. If 
the Spanish-American race, like our Canadian 
neighbors, were capable of industry and pro- 
gress, no foreign power could have any call to 
interfere with them. They would need no aid. 
But the condition of the immense region be- 
tween us and the: Isthmus is little above flat 
of ‘those aboriginal tribes whose territory it 
has been our mission to occupy and improve. 

Unless pur Government adopts a more effi- 
cient policy, Fillibusterism will not cease to 
embarrass our relations, disgrace our charao- 
ter, and engender bitterness between the peo- 
ple-of that region and ourselves. We are re- 
quired, by the most pressing considerations, 


| to put a stop to all such expeditions as that of 
States by way of Tehuantepec, There can be meee ie wa 


Watxzr ; but this cannot be effected by inac- 
tion and treaty-making. We have seen enough 
of Cas@-Yrissari_ and Casa-Herran Conventions. 
It is time we should cease to be a laughing- 


stock, and begin to make ourselves felt. There 


are interests in- store for us, in the direction 
we have indicated cpa py a Witiek the. 
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Mompat, May 31—P. M. 
The Official Averages of the Banks in the 
City of New-York, for the past week, ending Sat. 
urday, May 29, the particulars of which are adver- 
tised by each Bank separately ix another page of 
thie paper, present, in the aggregate, the follow- 
ing a am from the previous weekly statement 


. 





om-| ury statement of Saturday afternoon, the following 











Breeklyn Iteme. 

BRooxityy Protestant OnPHaN ASYLUM.— 
The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of this Asylum was 
celebrated In the Brooklyn Institute last evening. 
The exercises consisted of recitations and singing» 
and the reading of the annual report. A large num- 
ber of the orphans were present,.and acquitted them- 
selves creditably. From the report it appears that 
the greatest number of children in the Asylum at any 
time during the year was 178. Number of inmates on 
the Sist ult., 108. There were four deaths during the 
year. The late religious awakening, it seems, reached 
this institution. The report says, in this connection: 
“ Our children have come under its influence—have 
been found engaged in their prayer-meetings after 
they were put to bed—were in the dark, and supposed 
themselves unnoticed. The reality of this change 
has been tested by their altered manner-and Improved 
conduct.” The disbursements by the managers was 
$5,934 73, anid they have a-cash balance on hand to 
commence the year with of $703 8&2. 

@ Irems,—Joun Nevins, printer, 40 years old, re- 
siding. in the Eighth Ward, was sent to the 
{Insane Agylum, yesterday, a confirmed lunatic 

..There were. 124 deaths in Brooklyn _ last 
week, 22 of which were by. Consumption.... 
A ,young man residing at No. 103 Tillary- 
street, was severely injured . Sunday: evening by a 


‘ flower-pot falling trom the second story window of a 
- house near his residence, upen 


his head .... The pu- 
plo Pt Scoot No, ropes thelr Mey + yk 


the house and contents in charge of a“ faithful do- 
mestic,” 

Pusiic Scuoo. Bumprme No. 28.—This build- 
we, recently prev the Board ‘of Education, 
on ‘Fulton, near Patchen-avenue, was formally 
opebed yesterday afternoos, The building is a sub- 
stantial frame structure, 60 by 40 feet, 23s stories 
and filled in with brick, and cost, with the eight 
on which it stands, $8,000. ahd ch 


Pouce monn = ora: CER aaa 
yesterday morning, the Police made 110 arrests in tne 
séveral Precincts, as follows: First Precinet, 147 
Becond Precinct, 10; Third. Precinct, 44; Fourth 
Precinct, 17; Fifth Previnet, 15; Sixth Precinct, 6; 
Seventh Precinct, 2; Eighth Precinct, 2 
‘Eure reports that for the yesterday, 124 
pen recom he i 
peat 


cmon wee 3.) CGaney, #1 


Prison, charged | 


is the general comparison with the previous ex- 
hibit and with the corresponding week last season : 
GOMPARATIVE RECAPITULATION. 
Pr a 
115. 


34,04 


7, 
wate 
84,297. 








The Bank Statement, as above, presents 
several rather unexpected resuits. The increase 
in Loans ie less than the fall in the Spécie line by 
means of the Government negotiations would have 
indicated.. The. decrease in the Undrawn Deposit 
line, accounts for this apparent discrepancy, and 
shows that the Banks have advanced less on the 
$3,000,000 ‘Treasury Bills taken up on 22d inst., 
than was generally assigned to them. In other 
words, there was more Trust and Seving’s money 
went into these Bills, thereby drawing down the 
deposits in Bank. Exclusive of the Bank of Com- 
merce, which added $1,246,000 in Treasury Bills, 


ol cal day. in ‘advance of 





pn ok tnd 





* ba > 

PAY Oe RB Bit 
® ee Le 8 te ee 
+ ‘ Fu a 


alk Gu Wintec tied Cuan ade, Ma- 


80N, the ‘style being Stour, Curws & Masos, 
office under Messrs. Doncan, Sucemaw & Co.’s 
building, Pie and Nassau. streets, Messrs. A. G. 
Norwoop & Co., Stock Brokers, have admitted 
Mr. W. Hauixton, late with Travers & JERous, 
as a member of their firm: 

Anew Bulletin and Exchange house, in; 
Wall-street, No. 45, under the Phenix Bank, open 
business to-morrow, 1st of June, under thet 
HorrMay, pose A eb te me. 

; Me. “Carat fs 


The Bondholders of the Mad Riverand Lake 
Etie Railroad Company 
the office of Ros. Tuavanie: pag ty 
and sign the agreement to fund 


&c., the Loan column is actually less than last |. 


week. . The Specie averages. something. poorer 
than expected,although the last. statement was 
known to be a falling one, while the California re- 
mittance came in only on Saturday. The proba- 
bility is, the banks hold this afternoom nearly or 
quite $32,500,000 en a rising average. 

The week opens without any change in 
Money affairs. The Street demand is very mod- 
erate. The rate, on call, tothe brokers/is generally 
4 cent. There is less new mercantile paper 
maturing than the amount. running off at bank, 
and general trade revives but slowly. Exchange 
for the Boston steamer is a fraction easier, the 
standard bankers, 109% on London, with transient 
bank bills at 109}@§. Neither Exchange, Cotton 
or Breadstuffs indicate the slightest apprehension 
of war with England, although such a feeling is 
again made to affect the Stock Board, where 
neatly all the speculative shares fell from Satur- 
day’s closing rates, on the early call of the list. 
The State, and most of the Railway bonds, on 
the other hand, sympathize but slightly, sales of 
Missouris being 834, against 84} on jSaturday, 
and Tennessees 90, against 90} # cent. La Crosse 
Land Grants were 1@} 4 cent. dearer. In the 
afternoon, the Share list was something firmer, 
and New: York Central, which had been done at 
824 in the forenoon, recovered to 823@83 ; Toledo 
to 36, and Rock Island to 722@73. New-York and 
Erie continued depressed, and left off 3@1 4 cent. 
worse than on Saturday. Millwaukee and Missis- 
sippi were alsol q cent. lower.. Hudson steady 
at 28, and Panama 106} # cent. Reading about 
the-same as on Saturday. Some few. strong buy- 
ers appeared at the Second Board, particularly for 
New-York Central, but the change was not suf- 
ficient to give a decidedly firmer tone at the termi- 
nation of the dealings, to the general market. It 
is to be observed, however, that a large amount of 
stock has been put out on short contract, on the 
supposed strength of the war fever driving prices 
down on anaverage of nearly 5 4 cent., and un- 
less this calculation is soon favored by something 
new and important from Washington or the Gulf, 
or some evidence .of real distrust on the sabject, 
in general trade and financial circles here, it will 
scarcely hold good until the first response from 
England. 

The following isa summary of the business 
at the Office ofthe. Assistant Treasurer, in New-. 
York, during the'month of May ; 
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York Central. Erie, Chicago and Rock Island, and. 


Cleveland and Toledo have been the miost active ; 
Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati Shares are 


short loens 4@5 @ cent, per annum, First-class pa- 
per 4@6 @ cent,, according to length. 
DE COPPET & CO, 


es 
The La Crosee and Milwaukee Land Graut— 
Letter from a Member ef the Investigating 
Cemmitiee. 
Wasnireron, Saturday, May 29, 1858, 
To the Editor of the New-York Times: 

I have to thank you for the publication of the 
R of the Joint Conmimittee of the Wisconsin Leg- 
islature, upon the subject of the frauds connected 
with the Land Grants and the management génerally 
of the La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad Company, 
and for the plain and forcible manner in which you 
have spoken of those frauds and the actors who are 
residents of Wisconsin. The Legislature ot that 
State was compelled, by public sentiment, to this in- 
vestigation. _This Committee, of which I had the 
honor to be a member, had another task to perform, 
growing out of the disclosures embodied in the Re- 
port, This was to prepare bills for such laws as 
would enable the stockholders, bondholders and cred- 
itors of railroad and other corperations (not the Le 
Crosse Company alone) to protect themselves from 
such robberies in the future. and to recover back the 
waste plunder of the past, The intention was to af- 
ford to the whole of the parties interested as stock- 
holders, bondholders, and creditors generally, such 
remedies as might give “ indémnity for the past, and 
security for the future.” 

It seems to be industriously put forth in the money 
articles of several leading papers of the East, that 
the Legisiature proposed to enact laws hostile to the 
interests or the management of the La Crosse Rail- 
road Company. . There is not a snadow of fouadation 
for such representations, unless the fact be that this 
management, now in the hands of Eastern med, 
are themselves part and parcel of the managers 
of the past, and have an interest in protecting 
the latter from reclamations for their. improper 
acts, If thisis the fact—if some of the men who are 
now leaders in the Eastern management, and control 
have themselves, by squandering the assets of the 

and fraudulently selling its securities at 
ten cents on the dollar, or other trifling consideration, 
_ to the extent of millions; if one of these men has 
been connected with ali or a major part.of the frand- 
alent acts.of the Board of Directors, front 1852 down 
to the present moment, and fears to be called to an 
account under the general law proposed by the Com- 
mittee, then, indeed, may that law, or any of the 
laws proposed on the subject, be called hostile to the 
management or present managers. of the La Crosse 
Railroad Company, but not otherwise, 

If: Mr. Srgrusn H. Anpzw as Director in 1863 was 
as seems probable, implicated in the division of $80, 
000 of the stock of the Milwaukee, Fond du Lac and 
Green Bay Railroad Company, who. as contractor 
and financial agen’ of the La Crosse Company in 1856 


aided the Company in extending its liabilities from 


about two millions up to four and « half millions, in 
building thirty-four miles of road—who, while acting 
as such fimancial agent, received in bonds $40,000 from 
ex-Governor Baxstow for persuading the President of 
the La Crosse Cempany to give to Bansrow and his 
associates a million of dollars in its bonds, fora nom- 
inal, or at least not Jarge consideration in the pur- 
cnase (a misnomer) of the St. Croix and Lake Supe- 
rior Railroad who is now understood 
to be the acting 
West—if, I say, this 

themselves the La Crosse Company. 
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